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CSIR-CENTRAL LEATHER RESEARCH INSTITUTE (CLRI)
; ON BEHALF OF THE LERIG TRUST

“ AND

STAKEHOLDERS OF THE LEATHER SECTOR

cordially invite you to the
59" edition of the

LERIG CONCLAVE 2026

SCALE

Sustainability and Circular
Approaches for the Leather Economy

Date

~ Monday, 02 February 2026 at 10.00 AM

Venue
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PROGRAMME

09.30 AM -10.00 AM REGISTRATION

10.00 AM - 10.30 AM INAUGURATION

10.30 AM - 11.30 AM

Welcome address:
Dr. P Thanikaivelan, Director, CSIR-CLRI

Presidential address:
Padma Shri M Rafeeque Ahmed, Chairperson, Farida Group

Address by Guests of Honour:

o Shri Ageel Panaruna, Chairman, Florence Shoe Company Pvt. Ltd.

e ShriR Selvam, Executive Director, Council for Leather Exports (CLE)

e Shri M Abdul Wahab, Regional Chairman (South) - CLE and
Managing Director, K.H. Exports India Pvt. Ltd.

Vote of Thanks:
Dr. P Shanmugam, Scientist G, CSIR-CLRI

TECHNOLOGY TALKS under Theme:
Sustainability and Circular Approaches for the Leather Economy (SCALE)

 Cost-Effective Best Available Technologies for Sustainable Leather Processing
- Dr. R Aravindhan, Scientist F, CSIR-CLRI

¢ From Waste to Wealth: Solid Waste Utilization Technologies in the Leather
Sector - Dr. T Shakila Shobana, Scientist E, CSIR-CLRI

Technology Pathways for Sustainability: Industry Perspective
- Shri Rafiq, CEO and Managing Director, KKSK International

Measuring What Matters: Sustainability Assessment Framework
for the Leather Sector - Dr. B Madhan, Scientist G, CSIR-CLRI
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PROGRAMME

02:30 PM - 04:00PM  DESIGN WORKSHOP
India’s Design Capabilities: Present and Future - A Vital Growth Engine

e Shri Md Sadiq, Scientist G (Retd.), CSIR-CLRI
e Mr. Walter Bettini, Designer - Footwear, Bettini & Penazzato snc, Italy "
e Dr. Kaustav Sengupta, Associate Professor, NIFT Chennai

e Ms. Elissa Bloom, Designer - Goods, USA

e Shri Suresh J, Head, Product Development, Calsea Footwear Pvt. Ltd.

04.00PM - 05.30PM  INDUSTRY THOUGHTS
Panel discussion on "Roadmap for Sustainable Development of Leather Sector”
Moderator: Dr. P Saravanan, Scientist G, CSIR-CLRI

Panellists

e Shri P Rajasekaran, Business Head- Finished Leather, TATA International Ltd.

e Shri C Anbu Malar, Vice-Chairman and Director, P A Footwear Pvt. Ltd.

e Ms. Vanessa Podmore, Executive Director, Leather Working Group

e Mr. Jon Loxston, Managing Director, LWG Assurance Services

e Ato Wondu Legesse Gizaw, National Project Coordinator, UNIDO, Ethiopia

e Ms. Sonia Zapata, Head of Technology, Innovation and Product Management
Leather Finishing, STAHL

.45PM Onwards  Leather Ambassadors’ Meet by AC Tech Association of Leather &
Footwear Alumni (ALFA)




